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	Program Information
	[Lesson Title]

Understanding the Bill of Rights
	TEACHER NAME

Stacey Lowing
	PROGRAM NAME

Warren County Career Center

	
	[Unit Title]
American Government

	NRS EFL(s)
4
	TIME FRAME
90 – 120 minutes

	Instruction 
	OBR ABE/ASE Standards – English Language Arts and Literacy
       

	
	Reading (R)
	Writing (W)
	Speaking & Listening (S)
	Language (L)

	
	Foundational Skills
	
	Text Types and Purposes
	
	Comprehension and Collaboration
	
	Conventions of Standard English
	

	
	Key Ideas and Details
	R.3.3
R.4.1

R.3.5

R.4.2
	Production and Distribution of Writing
	
	Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas
	
	Knowledge of Language
	

	
	Craft and Structure
	R.3.8
R.3.9
	Research to Build and Present Knowledge
	
	
	Vocabulary Acquisition and Use
	L.1.3
L.2.4

L.3.4

L.4.4



	
	Integration of Knowledge and Ideas
	
	
	
	Benchmarks identified in RED are priority benchmarks. To view a complete list of priority benchmarks and related Ohio Aspire lesson plans, please see the Curriculum Alignments located on the Teacher Resource Center.

	
	LEARNER OUTCOME(S)

· Identify the ten amendments that comprise the Bill of Rights. 

· Translate the Bill of Rights into accessible, student-friendly language.

· Make connections between real-life scenarios and the Bill of Rights.

	ASSESSMENT TOOLS/METHODS

· Teacher observation of student participation in class discussion.

· Student translations of the Bill of Rights.

· Student participation in and completion of the Bill of Rights Bingo.



	
	LEARNER PRIOR KNOWLEDGE

· Causes of the American Revolution.

· Founding document of American constitutional government.



	
	INSTRUCTIONAL ACTIVITIES 
1. Introduce students to the Bill of Rights by leading a discussion about the rights and freedoms it protects. Ask the following questions to guide the discussion. 
a. What is the Bill of Rights? What does it consist of? Which document is it part of? 
b. What is an amendment? 
c. What are examples of important rights and freedoms that Americans have because of the Bill of Rights? 
d. What are examples of other rights and freedoms that Americans have? 
e. What are examples of rights and freedoms that Americans do not have? 
2. Distribute the handout The Bill of Rights so that students understand exactly which rights are protected by which amendments. Make sure that they also learn the following information: 
a. The Bill of Rights is part of the U.S. Constitution. Although the Constitution was signed in 1787, the Bill of Rights was not introduced until 1789 and was ratified in 1791. Three-fourths of the states had to approve the Bill of Rights for ratification. 
b. The Bill of Rights consists of ten amendments, each of which protects specific rights and freedoms that Americans enjoy. 
c. The Tenth Amendment establishes that the states have the power to establish additional rights for their residents. 
3. Like the rest of the Constitution, the Bill of Rights is written in language that can be difficult for many students to understand. 
a. To help students gain a solid grasp of what the Bill of Rights actually says, have them to translate the document into their own words. 
b. Divide students into small mixed-ability groups (3 or 4 students per group), and explain that each group will be writing a translation of the entire Bill of Rights (preamble and amendments) from Founders’ English to modern English. 
c. Remind students that the purpose of translating the Bill of Rights is to better understand what it says. 
d. To facilitate translation, model a think-aloud for the Preamble, and then have student volunteers answers during the think-aloud process for the first few amendments. Allow students to use dictionaries, cell phone, or computers to look up unknown words.

4. Once all of the groups have completed their translations, give them an opportunity to share some of their best translations with the class. Distribute a copy of the handout Decoding the Bill of Rights at the end.
5. Bill of Rights Bingo

a. Distribute copies of the Bill of Rights Bingo Playing Card to students (one per student or pair of students) and instruct them to fill in each of the blank spaces with one of the first ten amendments. Since the playing card includes 16 spaces, students will need to repeat amendments, but they should use each amendment at least once. 
b. Begin the game by reading one of the 16 real-life scenarios provided on the Bill of Rights Bingo Scenarios handout. As you read each scenario, students should mark the square with the specific amendment that the scenario illustrates. 
c. After reading each scenario, briefly discuss with students why it illustrates that specific amendment. The first student or pair of students to mark four squares in a row correctly (vertically, horizontally, or diagonally) wins the game.


	RESOURCES
Student copies of The Bill of Rights
Bill of Rights [PDF file]. (n.d.). Retrieved from http://constitutioncenter.org/media/files/Bill_of_Rights_(6-8).pdf
Used with Permission of the National Constitution Center

Student copies of Decoding the Bill of Rights

Bill of Rights [PDF file]. (n.d.). Retrieved from http://constitutioncenter.org/media/files/Bill_of_Rights_(6-8).pdf 

Used with Permission of the National Constitution Center

Student copies of The Bill of Rights Bingo Playing Card
Bill of Rights [PDF file]. (n.d.). Retrieved from http://constitutioncenter.org/media/files/Bill_of_Rights_(6-8).pdf 
Used with Permission of the National Constitution Center

Bill of Rights Bingo Scenarios

Bill of Rights [PDF file]. (n.d.). Retrieved from http://constitutioncenter.org/media/files/Bill_of_Rights_(6-8).pdf 
Used with Permission of the National Constitution Center



	
	DIFFERENTIATION

· Allow students to work individually, in pairs, or in small groups.
· Provide dictionaries or allow students to use cell phone or computers to look up unfamiliar vocabulary.
· Provide background information orally and visually.
· Provide students with a graphic organizer for recording notes when delivering background information.


	Reflection
	TEACHER REFLECTION/LESSON EVALUATION


	
	ADDITIONAL INFORMATION
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